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INTERNATIONAI,  TRADE  IN  MEAT 
1947  and  1946 

Meat  entering  international  trade  in  1947  totaled  about  4.8  "billion  pounds 
according  to  estimates  "by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  This 
y&s  a  decrease  of  about  775  million  pounds  from  1946,  "but  the  volume  was  nearly 
300  million  pounds  larger  than  the  prewar,  1934-38  average. 

The  volume  of  trade  in  meat  in  1947  declined  principally  because  exports 
from  the  United  States  and  Canada  were  reduced  by  1  billion  pounds,  largely  as 
a  result  of  the  strong  domestic  demand  for  meat.    Decreased  North  American  meat 
exports  were  partially  offset  by  increased  exports  from  Argentina,  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  and  Denmark.    Increas.ed  production  in  these  southern  hemisphere 
countries  and  liquidation  of  cattle  in  Denmark  contributed  to  larger  exports 
from  these  countries.    However,  the  relatively  strong  domestic  demand  in  most 
of  these  ooiintries  and  reduced  feed  supplies  for  production  in  Denmark 

limited  quantities  available  for  exports*    Nevertheless,  exports  in  these 
countries  exceeded  prewar  except  in  Denmark  where  exports  reached  only  about 
59  percent  of  the  prewar  Volume. 

Canadian  exports  of  meat  were  only  about  two-thirds  as  large  as  those  of 
1946,  but  were  still  more  than  two  times  larger  than  the  prewar  volume.  These 
exports  were  made  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Newfoundland,  and  Caribbean 
area.    The  Canadian  export  trade  has  become  increasingly  more  important  since 
about  the  time  of  the  Ottawa  Agreement  in  1932»    Although  beef  and  veal  exports 
were  greatly  increased  during  1944,  1945  and  1946,  the  smaller  1947  volume  was 
still  approximately  four  times  that  of  1936.    Bacon  exports,  however,  reached  a 
much  higher  volume  than  beef  and  in  1947  was  about  one-third  higher  than  the 
1934-38  averse.    Mutton  and  lamb  exports  were  about  4.5  million  pounds,  com- 
pared to  the  1934-38  average  of  almost  one-quarter  million  pounds. 

Bie  recent  removal  of  Canadian  export  controls  on  sheep  and  lambs  and  feeder 
and  slaughter  cattle  will  increase  live  animal  exports  to  the  United  States  and 
may  reduce  Canadian  exports  of  beef  and  veal  and  mutton  and  lamb  in  1948.  Exports 
of  live  feeder  and  alaughtei'  cattle  from  Canada  will  gradually  resume  and  possibly 
exceed,  their  prewar  significance. 

Meat  exports  (carcass  wei^t  equivalent)  from  the  United  States  fell  to 
281  million  pounjds  in  1947,  a  decline  of  848  million  pounds  from  1946  when  UNREA 
and  other  agencies  were  making  heavy  relief  purchases.    The  flow  of  exports 
tapered  off  sharply  after  mid-1946  as  a  result  of  smaller  export  allocations. 
Eestrictions  on  exports  reduced  the  flow  in  1947  to  the  lowest  since  1940.  I^irther 
reductions  in  allocations  in  1948  are  expected  to  reduce  meat  exports  well  below 
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the  1934-38  leyel.     On  the  other  hand,  imports  in  1946  and  1947  vrere  relatively- 
low,  reaching  only  22  million  pounds  in  1946  and  64  million  pounds  in  1947, 
compared  with  262  million  pounds  in  prewar  years. 

Concurrent  with  the  reduction  in  meat  purchases  for  overseas,  the  domestic 
consumer  demand  increased  suhstantially  to  absorb  domestic  supplies  and  dras- 
tically reduced  the  1947  ezcports  from  the  United  States.     These  exports  were 
the  smallest  since  1940  and  fell  within  the  1924-40  range  of  exports  ajid  ship- 
ments v/hich  varied  during  the  yea.rs  from  167  to  855  million  pounds. 

During  1947,  Argentina  exported  over  2  "billion  pounds,  an  increase  of  more 
than  one-half  "billion  pounds  over  "both  the  preceding  year  and  the  1934-38 
average.    Over  90  percent  of  the  exports  were  made  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  remainder  principally  to  Belgium,  France,  United  States,  iTetherlaiids,  and 
Spain.     These  exports  consisted  prima,rily  of  "beef  and  veal,  mutton  and  lajn"b 
and  a  small  amount  of  pork.    Exports  from  Brazil,   Chile,  and  Uruguay  were  not 
only  "below  1946,  "but  also  lower  th-an  prewar. 

Australia  and  New  Zealand  also  exported  slightly  more  meat  in  1947  than  in 
1946,  reflecting  some  recovery  from  the  drought  j^ears.    The  1947  exports  in 
"both  cO'Ontries  also  exceeded  the  1934-38  avera,ge.    Most  of  the  1947  exports 
v/ere  made  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  fulfillment  of  contracts  v/ith  the  United 
Kingdom.    Australia  also  exi^orted  sma.ll  quantities  to  Spain,  Czechoslovakia, 
South  Africa,  Greece,  v/hile  I\[ew  Zealand  also  exported  some  quantities  to  Sou:.h 
Africa,   Greece  and  the  Soviet  Union.    Minor  a^uantities  in  "both  countries  were 
exported  to  islands  in  the  South  Pacific  area. 

The  interna.tional  m.eat  trade  pattern  in  1946  and  1947  was  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  tlia.t  of  prevjar  (see  accompanying  ma.ps)  principally  because  European 
meat  production  ha.d  dropped  from  an  average  of  27.2  billion  pounds  in  the  1934- 
38  period  to  an  estimated  output  of  18.2  billion  pounds  last  year.  European 
exports  in  1947,  also  reduced,  v/ere  only  a  little  more  than  one- third  of  prewar 
exports  of  more  than  a  billion  pounds.     Imports,  however,  totaled  4.3  billion 
poujids,   compared  with  4.6  billion  pounds  in  1946  a.nd  3.8  billion  pounds  in 
prewar.    Even  v/ith  decreased  exports  and  some  half  billion  pounds  increase  in 
imports  in  1947  over  prev;ar,   there  v/as  a  meat  supply  deficit  of  more  than 
7  billion  pounds  when  compared  with  the  1934-38  a.verage. 

As  a.  result  of  the  general  deficit  in  meat  supplies,  Argentina,  Australia, 
New  Zeala.nd  and  Canada,  were  more  important  as  supply  countries  in  1947  than  in 
prewar  years  and  to  some  extent  tem.porarily  made  up  for  scm.e  of  the  loss  in 
European-produced  supplies.     This  shift  in  the  trade  pattern  maj/  be  temporary, 
depending  on  restoration  of  prewar  production  and  resumption  of  inter-continental 
trade,  particularly  with  Eastern  and  Southeastern  Europe. 

Nearly  74  percent  of  all  meat  imports  in  1947  v/ere  taken  by  the  United 
Kingdom  compared  v/ith  62  percent  in  1946  and  77  percent  during  the  1934-38 
period.    United  Kingdom  production  in  1947  vras  only  about  62  percent  of  prewa^r. 
France  imported  about  three  times  as  much  in  1947  as  in  prev/ar.     Im-ports  by 
Belgium,  United  Kingdom,  Portugal,  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Switzerland  v/ere  Larger 
tha.n  in  1946,  v/hile  imports  by  other  countries  v;ere  substantially  lov/er  than 
in  1946. 


Soviet  Union  exports  for  1947  and  1943  were  not  reported  and  probably 
were  inconsequential.     In  1947,  knoim  meat  exports  to  the  Soviet  Union  were 
15,700,000  pounds,   compared  with  231,700,000  pounds  in  1946  and  6,231,700 
pounds  in  prewrir.     The  1947  imports  vrere  mostly  fron  Denmark,  Canada,  United 
States,  Hungary,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  while  the  1946  imports  x\rere 
largely  from  the  United  States,  Canada,  Denmark,  Brazil,  Argentina  and 
Australia.    Data  on  meat  imiDorts  from  Eastern  and    Southeastern  Europe  vrere 
not  available. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
trade  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee  on 
Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report,  the  Committee  was 
composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  C.  M.  Purves,  Elmer  A.  P^eese,  liazel  B. 
Kefauver,  Lois  B.  Bacon,  Karen  J.  Friedmann,  Mary  B.  Long,  and  Constance  H. 
Farnworth. 
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